Queens Council on Developmental Disabilities

October 2, 2017 meeting minutes

Lisa Veglia, Co-Chairperson welcomed all present at today’s meeting. There were 40 individuals present at today’s meeting.  

Josie Davide, Co-Chair, Adult Transition Services Co-Chair made a motion to approve the September meeting minutes with any changes. Pat Barrientos, Co-Chair, Public Information/Legislative Committee second the motion.  Motion carried. All in Favor.

Introductions & announcements were made on availability in a variety of programs and services. 
NYC Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, Lisa Bernard, 347-396-7144.

There are no updates to report.  However, The Dept contributed $3000 towards the upcoming Queens Family Support Conference.

OPWDD Report:  Elizabeth Cambra, Acting Director, Region IV.
1. RFS due October 6, 2017.   Q&A document will be sent out today.  We are in need of one more parent to participate on the RFS review team.  Decisions will be made early November.  Providers will be notified.
2. High Needs Funding is available for family members with a loved one with DD having medical, behavioral issues, etc.

3. RFS has not gone out yet for Care Coordination Organizations, (CCO); will be sent shortly.
4. Donna Limiti’s last day was September 29, 2017.   
IAC Report: Tom McAlvanah, Executive Director.

1. IAC is working on the #bFair2DirectCare campaign phase 2.  We will need to do all the great advocacy again this year to achieve a living wage for our much needed and valued Direct Support Professionals.
2. Similar advocacy efforts are being made in education, as schools continue to lose staff for the public schools that can pay much higher salaries. Advocacy will focus on increasing 853 School and 4410 Preschool tuition rates, increasing teacher retention funds, having elected officials and government representatives visit our programs to see the great work we do and much more.  

3. The Care Coordination application will be issued shortly for entities to apply to be CCO’s (Care Coordination Organizations) which are expected to be effective in July, 2018.
4. Providers are still waiting for the draft rates for Day and Residential services.
Lisa Veglia, QCDD Co-Chair Report:

Lisa announced that the Family & Community Supports Committee is looking for a Parent Co-Chair.  If there is an interested parent, please let her know.
There will not be a Keynote speaker at the Conference this year. The program at the conference will be devoted to honoring Donna Limiti and Beremly Berger. Megan O’Conner from OPWDD will give remarks. The Council will give Donna the June Marcus Award, and we will start the “Beverly Berger Family Advocacy Award”. Beverly will be the first recipient posthumously. Her family will accept the award on her behalf at the conference.
The Family Support Guide along with the Day Services Guide will be updated and distributed at the conference.

The Council will be meeting at Queens Borough Hall Monday’s November 6th, December 4th, and January 8th. The February 5th, April 2nd, May 7th and June 4th Council meetings will be held at the Queens DDRO (BFDC). There will not be a meeting in March due to our Legislative Breakfast on March 9th, 2018. The Council has resumed collecting agency membership dues $150.00.
We would like to thank the City and OPWDD for the funds towards the conference.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/OPPORTUNITIES: 
Iyaho Social Services, Inc., OPEN HOUSE

You are invited to attend the OPEN HOUSE for two Day Hab sites.

October 9, 2017 from 10-4 pm & 5-7 pm.  Refreshments will be served.  

LOCATIONS:  Brooklyn Day Hab at 4821 Avenue N, Brooklyn, NY 11234

                            Queens Day Hab at 208-13 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11428

Foe more information contact or to RSVP:  Irene Benito (Spanish) 516-280-5930 ext 236 or ibenito@iyaho.org//Preya Ramdhanie (English) 516-280-5930 ext 211.
Includenyc
Is your child struggling in school?  Does your child have special needs or an IEP?

Do you have questions about your young person with a disability?

WE CAN HELP FOR FREE

CALL US 212-677-4660

TEXT US 646-693-3175

VISIT INCLUDEnyc.org

FOR INFORMATION AND UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Advocate’s For Children of NY, Inc.,
Educational Workshops

www.advocatesforchildren.org
help line 866-427-6033

Free technical assistance Monday through Friday from 10-4 pm

Email assistance at inf@advocatesforchildren.org
Offer free workshops for schools and organizations, contact jbycceluto@advocatesforchildren.org
151 W 30th Street, 5th floor

NY, NY 10001

212-947-9700
Heaven’s Hands Community Services, Inc.,
Karen Humphrey, 917-909-1722
HHCS has openings for Day-Habilitation and After-School respite programs in Brooklyn and Queens.  Fore more information kindly email Karen Humphrey at khumphrey@ hhcsny.org or 917-909-1722.

NYSID, Inc.,

Juliet Hawkins, 917-524-4856

NYSID has opening in their In-Home Behavior Management program. For information contact Julie Hawkins at 917-524-1722.

Openings in their In-Home Non-Medicaid Evaluations.  For information of to make a referral contact Elizabeth Sunshine at 917-699-0578.
General Human Outreach, Inc.,
Pat Liu, 718-307-6563, Pat@GHOINC.org.

Free Psychological and Psychosocial evaluations for individuals not eligible for Medicaid and seeking OPWDD services.   Family Reimbursement for goods and services; Pre-Vocational, Day Habilitation in Long Island City, Queens.  18 years and above, Transportation available if needed, lunch provided, bilingual staff (Chinese, Cantonese and English).  

Family Support Advisory Council, next meeting is Monday, November 16, 2017 at 11:00 a.m., Bernard Fineson DDSO Lower level Conference Room.  All parents, family members and individuals with developmental disabilities are welcome. 
YAI/NYPL, Inc.,
Gloria Paula, Gloria.paula@yai.org
Currently accepting referrals for our Astoria Day hab as well as after-school programs at Kew Gardens Day Hab. 

Lifespire, Inc., 
Jay Kleinman, jkleiman@lifespire.org
Services available: In-home behavior management and parent training.Call or email 718-454-6940 or jkleinman@lifespire.org.

NYFAC, Inc.,
Veronica Newhouse, 347-566-3122, ext 307

Services available: Non-Medicaid Service Coordination for individuals living in Brooklyn & Queens.  Day Habilitation without Walls in Queens & Brooklyn.  After-School Community Habilitation, Monday to Thursday, from 3:30 pm -7:30 pm, ages 8-18.  Saturday Respite Program with Transportation, ages 8-18, from 9 am-1 pm.  Friday Adult Socialization program, 3:30 pm-7:30 pm, ages 21+.  After-School program, Monday to Thursday, 3:30 pm-7:30 pm, ages 8-18. 
ANIBIC, Inc.,

Peter Coleman, 347-594-2147
Openings for Queens residents with developmental disabilities:   
MSC and Non- Medicaid Service Coordination. 

ANIBIC accepting applications for Community Habilitation.

ANIBIC- VOICE, our Vocational department, continues to have openings for Pre-Vocational, Supported Employment and a waitlist for DVE services. 
Iris Hill/Bellerose Senior Day Habilitation program (ages 50 and up) has 4 openings for individuals who have MSC and Level of Care.

Friday Adult program (ages 17 and up) and our Weekend Respite recreation program (Saturdays or Sundays, ages 18 and up). 
If you have any questions, or wish to receive an application, contact our Intake Coordinator, Peter Coleman at 347-594-2147.

For family reimbursement, contact Rachel Plakstis at 347-594-2130.

QSAC – Call (718) 728-8476 with inquiries for all boroughs 
· Early Intervention (In-Home): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Early Intervention Service Coordination: Ceres Joy Respicio ext 1252

· Early Intervention (Center Based): Joe Traegler 1521

· Early Intervention Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SEIT: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SETSS: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Day Habilitation: Farzana Karim ext. 1233

· Social Skills Group – High Functioning Autism: Dita DeSena ext.1418

· Parent Training: Babina Chhetry ext. 1015

· Family Reimbursemen(Goods & Services): Annie Washington ext.1219

· CPSE Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Evaluations for individuals without Medicaid (Psychological/Psychosocial): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Preschool Centerbased Openings: Larisa Muratov ext. 1500

· Supplemental Day Hab: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

· Non-Medicaid Service Coordination: Andrew Toscano ext. 1268

· Self Direction: Broker Services Jacqueline del Orbe ext.1229

· Day School: Larisa Muratov ext. 1513

· Respite: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

· Housing Advocacy: Andrew Toscano ext. 1268
· Social Skills Group - High Functioning Autism: Rocio Chavez ext.1414

· Parent Support Group: Annie Washington ext. 1219

· Sibling/Parent Support Group and Parent Training: Violeta Macias ext. 1719 

Iyaho Social Services, Inc., 
Preya Ramdhanie, 516-280-5930, ext 211

Openings in MSC in Queens and Brooklyn, Non MSC in Brooklyn.
LWS Homecare, Inc.,

Donovan K. Malloy, 212-582-4383, dmalloy@dlhcsa.org

Respite Care Services for families and caregivers to receive temporary stress relief during evenings, days, weekends or holidays to ensure that the caregivers needs are also met.
The services are for children from infancy through young adulthood with a developmental disability.  Eligible individuals must have an MSC and an Individualized Service Plan that authorizes the service

LWS Homecare respite services are provided by a multilingual staff of certified aides who have received specialized training in working with individuals that be behavioral challenges.

LWS Homecare serves the 5 boroughs of NYC and Westchester, Rockland, Orange and Dutchess counties of NYS.  For intake information or any other inquiries, please contact us at 212-307-7107 or intake@homecarenu.org.

Closing Remarks,

Next QCDD meeting, November 6, 2017 at 9:30 am. at Queens Borough Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd, room 200, Kew Gardens, NY   

Respectfully submitted,

Marieta Austin, 

QCDD Secretary

