Queens Council on Developmental Disabilities

Monday, May 1, 2017
Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 9:30a.m. Lisa Veglia, Provider Chairperson for the Council welcomed all present.  Lisa made a motion to approve the minutes with any necessary changes.  Pat Barrientos, QSAC seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  All in favor.  There were 58 individuals present at today’s meeting.
Introductions & Program Announcements were made.  
NYC. Dept. Health and Mental Hygiene
Lisa Bernard
1) On April 25, 2017 the Department conducted its annual Local Government Service planning meeting at the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. The meeting was held to determine the city’s 2018 developmental disabilities service priorities and strategies.  Participants at this meeting were the borough DD council chairpersons, OPWDD representatives, NYC DOHMH-DD staff and parent advocates.

2) The top two (2) priorities identified
a) Workforce-Recruitment and Retention.

b) Residential Opportunities.
OPWDD
Donna Limiti, Director Region IV

Much has been shared from meeting to meeting and at this time we have no significant updates.  As we can confirm steps taken we will make announcements.  Respite rates are almost finalized. Conflict Free Case management through Care Coordination Organizations is still on track for January 1, 2018 implementation. A discussion ensued regarding Conflict Free Case Management.
IAC 

Ryan Garofalo
Ryan spoke about the ISS (Individualized Support Services) survey.  ISS is a rent subsidy for individuals that can live independently.  We are trying to assess the need for ISS (individuals waiting) and the challenges for providers related to opening/expanding their ISS programs.
IAC Conference is scheduled for June 8-9, 2017 at the CUNY Graduate Center in Manhattan. There will be many great speakers and topics. Registration is still open.  See the IAC website for details (https://www.iacny.org/calendar/eventdetail/793/-/iac-annual-conference-2017).
Ryan gave a brief update on the upcoming presentations at IAC: May 11th Tamika Black OPWDD Deputy Commissioner for the Division of Quality Improvement discussing heightened scrutiny and HCBS Community Settings audits. May 15th Davin Robinson  Justice Center Chief of Staff discussing trends and issues impacting stakeholders. 

Advocates for Children
Joanne Bucellato
Advocates for Children serves New York City students from birth through age 26, focusing on students from low-income backgrounds who are struggling in school or experiencing school discrimination of any kind, including suspensions, inappropriate class placement, or denial of necessary services. (See attached and at the QCDD website for information shared at the meeting).
What is the COOS Commencement Credential?

The Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Commencement Credential is a certificate that is intended to indicate a student's readiness for entry-level jobs. The CDOS Commencement Credential can be awarded either in addition to a Regents or Local diploma or to a student with a disability who is unable to earn a Regents or Local diploma.

Who is eligible for the COOS Commencement Credential?

The CDOS Commencement Credential is available to students with IEPs who do not take the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA). To receive the credential, students must have attended school for at least 12 years (excluding kindergarten) or reached the end of the school year in which they turned 21. The CDOS Commencement Credential is not available to general education students.

What is the SACC?

The SACC is a certificate available to graduating students with severe disabilities who take the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) and do not meet the requirements for a Regents or Local diploma. Students will receive a certificate imd a Student Exit Summary, which documents the following:

· The student's skills, strengths, and interests;

· The student's level of achievement of the New York State COOS standards; and

· The student's level of academic achievement, measured by the NYSAA.

Who is eligible for the SACC?

Only students with severe disabilities who take the NYSAA are eligible to receive the SACC. To receive the credential, students must have attended school for at least  12 years (excluding kindergarten) or reached the end of the school year in which they turned 21.

Where can I find out more information?

NYSED Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential:
http://www.p12nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm 

NYSED Career Development and Occupational Studies Commencement Credential: http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2013Meetings/April2013/413p12accesaIRevised.pdf 
Presentation: Self-Directed Services

Regine Petigny, Self-Direction Liaison 
Regine gave an overview of the self-directed services program.  There will be another presentation on Monday, May 8 at the family Support Advisory meeting.  There will also be a training for parents and caregivers only on Wednesday, May 31, 2017 at 10:00 am.  Regine also introduced Mr. Fred Gallard, co-liaison for self-directed services. 

Council Chair’s Report
Lisa announced that there will be a round table discussion with the city council and leaders in the developmental disability circle on May 2, 2017.
The officers and Chairs will be meeting today to start planning for the Queens Annual Family Support Conference in October (tentatively October 27, 2017).
Announcements

Community Service Society of New York
SW CPE is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers and professionals.  For questions call 212-614-5338 or go to http://benefitsplus.cssny.org/home/training.
Assemblyman Mike Miller
Please send job announcements for constituents seeking employment to my office.  Contact Carmela Isabella at isabellac@nyassembly.gov.  Assemblyman Mike Miller now serves on the mental health committee.
Chris Grief, NYCTRC
For more information contact Chris Grief at chrisgreif@yahoo.com or call (347)-589-1691.
Beginning in Summer of 2017
· Amtrack will be closed 7 to 9 track at Penn station along reroute & more terminal Long Island City, Woodside, Jamaica & Atlantic Brooklyn (more detail soon) 

· New bus see turn to dark blue/SBS light blue should be run now on SBS Q44 
· 
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 free shuttle buses provide alternate service
Weekend, 11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon, May 5 – 8
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 service operates between Rockaway Pkwy and Broadway Junction.
Special weekend [image: image7.png]


 service operates between Metropolitan Av and the Lexington Av/63 St [image: image8.png]
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 to/from 96 St. 2ave 
· For service between Manhattan and Brooklyn, take the [image: image10.png]
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.
· In Brooklyn

· Transfer between trains and [image: image13.png]


 buses at:
· Lorimer St [image: image14.png]
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· Myrtle-Wyckoff Avs [image: image17.png]



· Broadway Junction [image: image18.png]
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 (to/from Rockaway Pkwy)
Note: At Broadway Junction, Canarsie-bound [image: image22.png]


 trains board at the Jamaica-bound [image: image23.png]


 platform.

Jim Karpe, QCDD, Parent Vice-Chair
516-655-2713
Westsidebaseball.org registration is open.  Upper age limit of 21 has been eliminated.  Scholarship code (Karpe.jim@gmail.com)
Heaven’s Hands Community Services
Karen Humphrey

There are openings in Brooklyn and Queens for after-school respite program.  There are openings in Middle Village & Glendale Day Habilitation programs.  Also, accepting referrals for our Community Habilitation, In-Home and Afterschool Respite programs.  For information please contact Paupla Pompey at 718-788-5252.

YAI
Carlos Sanchez

· Day habilitation openings WOW in The Bronx. (718) 793-2182x4469

YAI
Caroline Dunn

· All referral can be done through YAI LINK @ 212-273-6182.

· Afterschool program

· Center for Specialty Therapy (Free psychological and psychosocial evaluations)

· Crisis Intervention

· Day Habilitation (limited / accepting referrals)

· Emergency Respite Reimbursement 

· Family Reimbursement

· Medicaid and Community habilitation Program

· Non-Medicaid Community Habilitation

· Overnight Respite

· Parent Training:  Sexuality and Relationships

· Parent Training:  Parents w/special needs
· Transition to Independence: 17-21 with ASD diagnosis-no waiver.
· City Wide openings: FREE Workshops (register online at yai.org) Independent Living Program 
NYSID
Elizabeth Sunshine

Free In-home psychological and psychosocial evaluation to determine eligibility for OPWDD services, for individuals that do not have Medicaid living in Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island & Bronx. Please contact Elizabeth Sunshine @ 917-699-0578.

NYSID
Juliet Hawkins

Crisis Behavior Management program for Queens.  Please contact Juliet Hawkins at 
917-524-4856. 

General Human Outreach
Pat Liu Chang, pat@GHOINC.org, 718-307-6563
· Family Support Service

· Non-Medicaid case management- Waitlist/
· Free evaluations for individuals w/o Medicaid, living in Queens.

· Adult programs (waiver services)

· Employment programs: Pathways, ETP, SEMP, 

· Community Based Weekend Respite – Wait list/

· Day Hab w/o walls – Queens, Brooklyn and Manhattan
· Day Hab site based in Long Island City

All services are available w/bilingual speaking staff in Cantonese or Korean.  Sign language service available also.

ANIBIC
Peter Coleman, 347-594-2147

· Medicaid Service Coordination and Non-Medicaid Service Coordination has openings for Queens residents.

· ANIBIC now has four support brokers for families who are interested in self-directed services.
· ANIBIC-VOICE, our Vocational department, continues to have openings for Pre-Vocational, Supported Employment and a waitlist for DVE services.

· ANIBIC main site Day Habilitation program (ages 21 and up) has openings for individuals who have MSC and Level of Care.

· We continue to accept applications for our Friday Adult program (ages 17 and up) and our Weekend Respite Recreation Program (Saturdays or Sundays, ages 18 and up).

· Family Counseling has openings for individuals who reside in Queens with their families. If you have any questions, or wish to receive an application contact Peter Coleman at 347-594-2130.
· For Family Reimbursement, contact Rachel Plakstis at 347-594-2130. 

Mercy Drive
Pamela Ossona – 718-275-9326

· MSC opportunities

· Respite (in-Home) ongoing enrollment

· Day Habilitation ongoing enrollment

· F.E.T. for Bronx and Manhattan families

Lifespire
Wendy Schoenfeld – 212-741-0100 x 4575

Day Habilitation opportunities – Queens South 162-10 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 718-454-2700, contact Iris Candelario; Queens North WE MOVED! 213-01 Northern Blvd, Bayside, NY, 718-721-5444, contact Hamlet Garcia 718-721-5444 – hgarcia@lifespire.org
QSAC
Patrick Paglen, 718-728-8476 x 1242
Seniors with Autism project.  Are you 60+ and on the autism spectrum or the aging parent of a child with autism?  
QSAC
· Early Intervention (In-Home): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Early Intervention Service Coordination: Ceres Joy Respicio ext 1252

· Early Intervention (Center Based) : Joe Traegler 1521

· Early Intervention Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SEIT: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SETSS: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Day Habilitation: Farzana Karim ext. 1233

· Social Skills Group – High Functioning Autism: Dita DeSena ext.1418

· Parent Training: Babina Chhetry ext. 1015

· Family Reimbursement (Goods & Services): Annie Washington ext. 1219

· CPSE Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Evaluations for individuals without Medicaid (Psychological/Psychosocial): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Preschool Center-Based Openings: Larisa Muratov ext. 1513
· Supplemental Day Hab: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

· Non-Medicaid Service Coordination: Andrew Toscano ext. 1268

· Self-Advocacy: Broker Services Jacqueline del Orbe ext.1229

· Day School in Queens: Todd Merritt ext. 1420
· Day School in Bronx: Susan Silvestri ext. 2535
· Respite: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

NY Lawyers for the Public Interest
Paola Martinez Boone –pmartinez-boone@nylpi.org
Fair Housing – NYLPI is taking housing cases (e.g.. requiring that the landlords make reasonable accommodations).

AABR
Michael Arnold, Director of Day services at marnold@aabr.org (preferred) of at 347-236-0176.

Day Habilitation Programs- St. Pascal’s, located at 112-33 199 Street, St. Albans & Wellington Hall located at 161-06 89th Avenue, Jamaica (S.E.M.P, and Pathways to Employment) in addition to Day Habilitation.  Both programs are wheelchair accessible.

Catholic Charities Neighborhood Services
Maimuna Ortiz, 718-674-6066, ext 1849
Openings for Non-Medicaid services; family support services; Medicaid service coordination; assist families with food stamps, SSI, Medicaid, waiver services, etc.
These services are provided in Brooklyn and Queens only.

NYFAC
Mary Rendeiro, 347-566-3122 x 329
NYFAC has openings in Queens for Day Hab w/o walls in Brooklyn and Queens at their Crossbay Blvd facility and Queens afterschool respite.  To tour please call 347-566-3122 ext 300.  Immediate availability for evaluations for Non-Medicaid cases to establish eligibility in the OPWDD system in Brooklyn and Queens, contact the intake department at 347-566-3122 ext 307.  Non-Medicaid case management for Brooklyn and Queens to obtain Medicaid waiver benefits, contact 347-566-3122 ext 307.  Openings in Brooklyn and Queens for community habilitation and at-home respite, contact 718-641-3441 ext 100.

Life’s WORC
Linda Renyi – 516-741-9000 x 8120
· Day Hab openings with/o walls – vocational training, socialization and life skills traning to ambulatory individuals with mild to moderate disabilities.  Individuals participate in volunteer jobs at various sites in the Community Door to Door transportation is provided.  Must have Medicaid service Coordinator to qualify.

· Openings in Stepping into adulthood afterschool/Saturday program for Queens residents 14—20 who are ambulatory and have a mild to moderate developmental disabilities including Autism.  Helps individuals develop skills needed to transition into adulthood including meal, preparation, money management, Music and Art Therapy and community integration.  Program meets Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 3:30 PM. – 6:00 PM.  Saturday from 10:00 AM to 

· 2:30 PM funded thru the Medicaid Waiver.  Program is located in Glendale.

· Recreation/respite program for teens 13-20.  Program meets one Saturday a month.  Individuals participate in community based activities (bowling, movies, museums).  Must be ambulatory and independent in self-care.  Program meets in Queens Village, from 11-4pm.  Door to door transportation available.  

· Recreation /respite program for adults 21+.  Info same as above, except program meets one Sunday a month.  Opening for broker services for individuals living in Queens.

SANYS
Lisa Severino announced that there is a Self-Advocacy group that has started in Queens.  If you are interested please contact Lisa at 347-613-0808 or Uly Ramos at 551-587-4019.

Shield Institute
Dorothy Wohl, 718-939-9700, ext 1242.  MSC openings: English, Spanish, Korean, Creole and Mandarin.

Brady Day Hab
William Scharbach.

Looking for clients for day hab without walls associated with Jamaica Hospital for TBI clients.  Contact Ms. Brown the director at (917) 498-1747 or William Scharbach @ www.scharbach2@aol.com (manager of Day Hab).

Children Aid Society (Wagon Road Camp)
Michael Wright, 917-545-4701, mwright@childrensaidsociety.org,

Overnight Respite ages 7-17.  The respite runs on a department of education schedule when many children are out of school.  Child does not have to be poty trained.  The respite is wheelchair accessible.  Scheduling is flexible.  Located in Chappaqua, NY.  Call Michael Wright for additional information at 917-545-4701.

HAUP
· Myriam Hector, 718-527-3776, ext 24.

· Openings for Community habilitation contact Tayeba Monsur at 718-527-3776

· In-home respite contact John Fonton at 718-527-3776

· After school service contact Joseph Mcinsouiene at 718-527-3776

· Non-MSC contact Margerie Luma at 718-527-3776.  MSC contact Lorraine Comie at 718-527-3776
People Embracing People
Traci Summers, 718-441-7313 or 347-480-0955
People Embracing People (PEP)-family Care Program for individuals seeking alternate placement in private homes or apartments.  Seeking providers and individuals.

Maranathaha

Marsha Tippett, 718-441-7313

Positions available for direct care professionals in our IRA residential settings as well as our community habilitation program.  HS/GED and a driver’s license are required to work with our intellectually challenged individuals.  Contact Miki @ 718-441-7313.

New Horizons Counseling Center
Alysia Clarke, 718-327-7202
· Openings in MSC for Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island, contact Luz Obando at 718-327-7202
· Openings in Day Hab wow in Queens, Pre-Voc (community) in Queens

· Accepting referrals for 17-18 school holiday respite and afterschool in Queens only
· In-home respite Brooklyn and Queens

· Community hab in Brooklyn and Queens.
WellLife Network (formally PSCH)
Simine Chung, 347-834-1298

· Day habilitation vacancies and locations.

· Long Island City DH  -10 vacancies

· Queens DH without walls – 3 vacancies

· Station Pond DH  - 6 vacancies

· Astoria DH  - 6 vacancies

· Ann Mitasch DH  -2 vacancies
· Please forward all referrals to Simine Chung @ simine.chung@welllifenetwork.org or fax at 646-355-0746.

Community Options New York
Annemarie Russo
Employment opportunities:

· Pathway to Employment; Employment training program (ETP); Supported Employment Program (SEMP); contact Stephen Benjamin @ 646-265-6487 or stephen.benjamin@comop.org.
Closing Remarks,

Next meeting is Monday, June 5, 2017 at 9:30 am @Bernard Fineson (DDRO), 80-45 Winchester Blvd., Building #80, Queens Village, 11428
Marieta Austin,

QCDD Secretary
